
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Plan  
Department of Agriculture

Catherine Nind

Greening the Department Coordinator



Greening the Department



• Corporate Induction

• Intranet web page

• CONNECT 

• Updated RRR Policy

• Environmental 
Purchasing workshops.

Staff Awareness & Engagement



Actions to Reduce Waste 

Executive introduced 
paperless meetings in 
Aug 02, reducing paper 
use by 33000 pages or 
65 reams/yr. 

If this went to landfill it 
would emit 0.66 tonnes 
of CO2 = to 2/3  the 
space of a family 
home. Executive Lead by Example



Actions to Reduce Waste

• Halved the number of hard copies 
of InterSector; reduced hard copies 
of AgBrief

• Instructions on printers and 
photocopiers on reducing paper use

• Multifunction devices

• Purchase in bulk.



Actions to Reuse Resources

• Staff initiatives

• Reusable Stationary Store

• Donate computers to schools

• Reusable mugs

• Reusable furniture store

• Reuse paper as notebooks, in 
fax machines, drawing paper. 



Actions to Recycle Resources

• Paper recycling program

• Toner cartridges recycled

• Staff in regional locations without recycling facilities 
take action themselves.

(eg Northam staff take recycling to York; Kalgoorlie staff 
collect recyclable material for local church; Merredin staff 
donate recyclable material to Lions Club).



Waste Auditing

• Expensive
• Need support of cleaners
• Don’t tell staff its happening.



Head Office Audit Results 

Recyclable 
ferric 0.7%

Recyclable 
glass 1.1%

Liquid paper 
cartons 1.5%

Recyclable 
aluminium 

0.8%

HDPE 0.1%

Newspaper 
14.1%

Office paper 
76.7%

PET 0.4%

Cardboard 
4.6%
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Recommendations



Barriers to Zero Waste

Source: CUA 146001C Waste Paper and Cardboard Collection



Barriers to Zero Waste

• Lack of recycling facilities in regional locations.

• Lack of funding to monitor progress.

Why Staff do not Recycle at Work
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Questions?

For more information or a copy of the RRR Plan:

cnind@agric.wa.gov.au
Ph: 9368 3623


