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Introduction  
 

The Solid Waste Management project is an initiative for onsite sorting, treatment and recycling of 
solid waste in the Bridgewater Lifestyle Village in Mandurah, Western Australia.  

The project aims to train residents in sorting household wastes, establish facilities for deposit of the 
sorted recyclable waste and find markets for the recyclable items.  

Processing organic waste onsite will reduce the need for regular collection and disposal of organic 

waste offsite with environmental impacts.  This also avoids greenhouse gas emissions from 
transportation and landfills.  

The project will also use customised composting and vermicomposting technology to treat the 

organic waste onsite. 

Towards Zero Waste  
 

This project aims to completely divert solid wastes from landfill.  National Lifestyle Villages Pty Ltd 
in partnership with the Environmental Technology Centre at Murdoch University was successful 
in designing and constructing innovative new ‘Asset Recovery Centres’ in the village where 
householders take their wastes.  

One-hundred-and-thirty ‘lifestylers’ have moved into Bridgewater Lifestyle Village and one Asset 
Recovery Centre has started operation. The construction 
of the composting facility and the main Asset Recovery 
Centre will be completed by September.  

The village has agreements with recycling contractors 

to buy shredded plastics,  paper,  bottles and cans and 
expects to recover the cost of the machinery and the 
composting facility over time.  

A small chicken and worm farm is consuming the organic 
kitchen waste until the composting facility is operational.  
This will convert all organic waste,  including kitchen,  
paper, cardboard and green wastes, to compost which can be used in the village garden. 

Future outlook  
 

The sorting guide and manual prepared by the Environmental Technology Centre will be used for 
training residents at Bridgewater Lifestyle Village and in other lifestyle villages by National Lifestyle 
Villages.   The process will be transferable to other urban villages as well as serving to promote 

complete onsite treatment and recycling of waste, and 
will assist in finding markets for all sorted recyclables.  

The villages will have their own chicken coup,  

community vegetable garden and worm farms to use 
the composted organic wastes from the households.  

This project is expected to improve social interaction 

between villagers as waste management will be a 
joint effort between the village management and the 
residents.  

 
 

Strategic Waste Initiatives Scheme  

Grants are available through the Strategic Waste Initiatives Scheme (SWIS) – a broad support scheme 

for projects that are consistent with the Waste Management Board’s priorities for waste management 

in WA. 

The scheme was developed to assist the State in achieving the vision of ‘Towards Zero Waste in WA’.  

The grants are made available from the funds raised by the Waste Management and Recycling Account 

through the landfill levy.  

More information regarding the Strategic Waste Initiatives Scheme is available on the Zero Waste WA 

website:  http://www.zerowastewa.com.au/ourwork/supportschemes/swis/   

For more information call the Department of Environ ment and Conservation on 64675318.  


